
Jesus gave us an exam-
ple of how to pray in
Matthew 6:9-13 and
Luke 11:2-4. We call it
the Lord’s Prayer. It
starts like this: “Our
Father, which art in
heaven, hallowed be
Thy name . . .” Hallow
means to honor or
praise as holy. So the
prayer means: “Father
God, who lives in
heaven—Your name is
AWESOME!” 

When we praise
God's name—we brag
about Him! That's what
it means to hallow His
name! There are many
reasons to praise God
and His name. 

ow do you feel when
someone praises you for
something you did?

“Great job on that book report!”
your teacher says. “You did an excel-
lent job cleaning your room,” your
dad comments. “I love you just for
who you are!” your mom says.

We all love to have people
who are important to us say

nice things about
us—especially

when it is said right to us. That’s
called praise. God is no different. He
loves to hear you praise Him. He
wants to have a relationship with
you. Praising Him helps you to
know Him better.

But did you know that when we
praise God, it does something

more than just give Him or us
“a warm feeling!” The

Bible tells us,
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“from the lips of children and
infants you [God] have
ordained praise because of
your enemies, to silence the
foe and the avenger”
(Psalm 8:2). In other
words, God says
that when we praise
Him, it has power
over His and our
enemies. One
example of this in
the Old Testament
was when Jehoshaphat,
the king of Judah, went
into battle with a bunch
of singers at the front of
the army. They were
singing praises to God.
As they went, the enemy
soldiers started to kill
each other. Jehoshaphat’s
army didn’t even have to
fight (read 2 Chronicles
20:21-23). That’s the
power of praising God.

Did you know that praise is
a form of prayer? When we
pray, we are simply talking to
God. When we praise God, we
are also praying. Even when
we are singing songs of praise
to God, we are praying. We
are telling God how wonderful
He is. We are “hallowing”
Him—telling Him how awe-
some and great
He is. We are
showing awe
and honoring God when we
praise Him. 

Because praise is so impor-
tant, it is important to do it
when we pray. While it is not
a rule, it is still good to start

your prayer with
praising God. That’s
why this first issue of

PrayKids! is about
praise. We want to

encourage you to
learn to do that

first. It doesn’t mat-
ter if things in your
life are great or not
so great—you can

still praise God!
When you praise

God no matter
what your mood at
the time, you
“exalt” (another
word for praise)
Him or hallow

Him simply for who
He is. To pray this
way, think about
descriptions of God
like: Rock (He never
changes, He is solid
and powerful); Jeho-

vah-Jireh (He is our Provider,
He supplies our needs); or
Omnipresent [om-ni-prez-ent]
(God is everywhere) and

Omniscient [om-
nish-ent] (He
knows every-
thing)—in

other words, He
is always with you
and He knows every-

thing you are going
through. I don’t know about
you, but I can sure praise
God for those things! 

Praise is powerful. Look for
ways to praise God! y

Jon Graf is the editor of Pray!
magazine.
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The next three issues of
PrayKids! will be on the
themes confession, thanks-
giving, and intercession. If
you have a story of an
answered prayer (especially
about one of these themes),
how your life was impacted
by prayer, or how kids in
your group prayed and
something special happened,
please send it to:
PrayKids!
P.O. Box 35004
Colorado Springs, CO
80935-3504
E-mail:
praykids@navpress.com
While we cannot publish in
PrayKids! every one that is
sent in, we will put some
additional ones up on our
website: www.praykids.com.



Did you ever have the problem
of wanting to pray to God, but
not knowing what to pray? One
of the best places to find words
to use is the Bible. It can be fun
to sit down with your Bible and
pray scriptures. When you do
that, you are praying God’s own
words back to Him. To do this,
you simply take a phrase from a
verse and pray it to God.

Here is an example of how to
take a verse and turn it into a
prayer. Psalm 9:1-2 says: “I will
praise you, O LORD, with all
my heart; I will tell of all your
wonders. I will be glad and
rejoice in you; I will sing
praise to your name, O Most
High.”

Here is a praise prayer you
might pray using some of those
words:

Father in Heaven, I praise You, O

Lord, with all my heart. I want

to thank You for the wonders

You have done in my life [name

a few of the things He has done

for you]. You make me glad, so I

will sing praises to Your name

because You are the Most High

God. Amen (Then you might

even sing a praise song to God!)

Now you try it. Look up one of
these Scripture passages, and
make your own prayer of praise
to God! Psalm 56:3-4, Psalm 96,
Psalm 139:14.

It is hard to understand how
your prayers can change
things—even things thou-
sands of miles away. But your
prayers can make a big differ-
ence. Here is a story of a girl
whose prayers God used to
change a nation.

When Hope Smith, a nine-
year-old, was researching a
report on Mongolia as a home-
school project, one fact about
that country moved her
deeply. In a missions maga-
zine, Hope read that in Mon-
golia there were very few
Bibles and that instead of
worshiping God the people
knelt at Buddhist altars in
their tents. The fact that over
98 percent of Mongolians were
spiritually lost touched Hope’s
heart, and she began praying.

Hope prayed that God
would replace the Buddhist
altars with Bibles and send
more missionaries to share

the gospel of Christ. But she
didn’t stop with a onetime
prayer. Hope faithfully
prayed every day for this
country and its people.

After two years of prayer,
Hope read another article in
the same magazine, this 
one entitled “Hope for 
Mongolia.” The feature story
described a revival in that
country, with 500 people
accepting Christ as their
Savior. Hope felt this was
God’s way of saying He had
answered her prayer. During
the next year the number of
Mongolian believers grew
from 500 to 1,000, and the
people started a church called
“Hope Assembly.”

I am sure it was not an
accident that the first church
bore Hope’s name! y

Adapted from When Children Pray.
© 1998 by Cheri Fuller
(Multnomah). Used by permission.

By Cheri Fuller

Praying God’s Words

Praise
Scriptures
to Pray

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y
 B

Y
 R

Y
A

N
N

 C
O

O
LE

Y

One Kid Makes a
Difference



4
avid is the author
of most of the
Psalms. The book
of Psalms is full

of praises to God.
When we think of a Bible
person who praised God,
often it is David who comes
to mind. But David, like any
person, didn’t always feel in
the mood to praise God.

Not another giant!
David’s hands shook as he
wiped the sweat from his
brow and replaced his helmet.
The afternoon sun beat down
on Israel’s troops engaged in
another fierce battle with
their enemies, the Philistines. 

These were no ordinary
soldiers. One, a distant cousin
of Goliath, carried a bronze
spear with a tip that weighed
300 shekels (about 20
pounds). He bragged he’d kill
David this time with his new
sword. (Sound familiar?)

by Pat VerbalVery B

No Good,David ’s

ILLUSTRATION BY PIETER HORJUS



“Will these ugly, godless giants ever give
up and go home?” David teased, trying to
draw his first officer’s attention away
from his own weakened condition.

“Please, Sir, let me escort you to the
top of the hill where you can oversee the
battle,” begged his first officer. “You’re
much too tired to fight anymore today.”

David grabbed the horn of his saddle
and straightened his aching back.

“I’ve faced a few giants in my day, and
with God’s help, I will kill one more!” His
horse charged forward into the thick of the

battle. His head throbbed as he

tried to recall the faith he had as the
young boy who challenged a giant with a
simple slingshot. 

Suddenly, David was blinded by the glare
of a silver blade. Thundering hooves raced
faster and faster toward him. Clutching his
shield, he prayed, “I call to the LORD, who is
worthy of praise, and I am saved from my ene-
mies” (2 Samuel 22:4). Those words were the
last thing he remembered.

David’s nephew, Abishai (a-BISH-eye), had
been watching David’s back all day. When
Abishai saw David fall from his horse, Abishai

rode in to rescue him. Quickly Abishai struck
down the Philistine and killed him. David’s army
won a victory that day.  

Read more about this story and David’s song
of praise in 2 Samuel 21:15-22, 22:1-51.

You may not always feel in the mood to
praise God. David felt like this, but throughout
his life, he had learned that prayers of praise
can change any situation.

Make a list of things to praise God for when
you’re in a good mood. Put this list somewhere
you can easily find it. Then someday when you
find it hard to think of something to praise God
for, get out your list. Praise God and soon you’ll
find yourself in a great mood (and don’t forget
to thank Him for changing your mood). y

Pat Verbal, founder of Ministry to Today’s Child, is a
children’s pastor, speaker, and coauthor of My Family's
Prayer Calendar.

The Bible tells us in 1 Timothy 2:1-4
that it is our responsibility to pray for
the leaders of our nation. Just as King David
grew weary after many battles, so our national
leaders also get tired and need God’s strength
and protection. Your prayers can help them to
remain strong and make good decisions.

Every four years the people of America choose
a new president, vice president and congress.

This year the election will take place on Novem-
ber 7. Even though you cannot vote in this elec-
tion, you can participate by praying for godly
leaders to be elected, and for physical protection
and spiritual strength for the candidates.

For more information on how to pray, for
leaders, go to childrensprayernet.org, a new
website created just for kids by the National
Children’s Prayer Network.

What Can I Do?

Bad Day

Look up these verses to find out the names of some 
people in the Bible who praised God.

1 Chronicles 29:10 “_______________________
praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly.”

Nehemiah 8:6 “_______________________
praised the LORD, the great God.”

Daniel 2:19 “_______________________ 
praised the God of heaven.”



Muslims are people who worship Allah. They
pray five times a day to him. Their religion is
called Islam. The Muslim religion started in
the Middle East but has spread around the
world. Maybe you know some Muslim people
in your own school or town. 

Every year (usually in late November and
December) Muslims all around the world
participate in a

special religious time of prayer and fasting
called Ramadan. During Ramadan, the Mus-
lim people don’t eat or drink from sunrise to
sunset. The Muslim people believe their sins
will be forgiven if they fast (don’t eat). Chil-
dren usually begin to fast when the girls are 9
and the boys are 11. How would you like to go
without eating to try to make your sins be
forgiven? Christians can praise God, who
forgives our sins when we ask. You can pray

for the fasting Muslims this month to
learn about how Jesus died on the

cross to forgive their sins.
Why not focus your own prayers

this next month on the Muslim chil-
dren who:

� were born on your 
birthday

� have the same number
of brothers and sisters as

you do
� like the same 
subjects in school 
as you do

� are fasting for
Ramadan
� are praying to
Allah right now
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Let’s Pray for Muslim Kids

Jeremiah 29:11-14 says: 
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD,

‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and
I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all your heart. I will be found by you,’ declares the LORD.” 

Look at the verses again, and write in some of the things we can pray for the
Muslim people. Try to pray these for the Muslims each day during Ramadan and
throughout the whole year. 
• Pray that Muslims will realize the true God has a ______ for them.      
• Pray that Muslims will see God wants them to have ______ and a _____ in Him.
• Pray that Muslims will _____ upon God and _______ to Him.
• Pray that Muslims will know God ______ to them.
• Pray that Muslims will _____ to know God.
• Pray that Muslims will _____ Jesus, the only One who will forgive their sins.
• Praise God for the Muslims who will seek God with their whole ________.*

cov
er the Globe

*Answers: plan; hope,
future; call, pray; listens;
seek; find; heart
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After the pretzels are
finished baking, get
your family or some
friends together. Let
each person take
one of the pretzel
letters. Have each
person think of
something begin-
ning with the alpha-
bet letter of his or
her pretzel that can

be a praise to God.
Example: P—Putting

the world together so
perfectly or being the

Prince of Peace. Have fun
thinking up praises for each

of the nine letters in the
words PRAISE GOD. Before

eating the pretzel, have each per-
son say his or her praise to God.
Keep naming different praises to
God as you eat your way through
the letters. God loves to hear our

praises, and you’ll soon
discover praising God
can also be a yummy
experience!

We can praise God for His wonderful
creation of our earth. Praising God is
terrific, but wouldn’t it be great to put
some “feet to your prayers,” to do an
activity while you pray? 

Try this activity with your family
or friends. Take some trash bags and
rakes, and head to a local park or to
an elderly person’s home in your
neighborhood. Clean up the area by
raking and picking up trash. See
how creative you can be in finding things to
praise God for as you clean. Here are a few ideas:
/“God, I praise You as Creator—all of Your
creation praises You! Even this park praises

You—the rocks, trees, and grass!”
/ “God, I praise You because
You are love. Thank You for

loving all the people who use
this park. I pray they will
come to know Jesus as

Savior.”
/ “God, I praise You because
You are everywhere at once!
Thank You for watching over
the kids who play here.”

Challenge each person to see who can praise
God the most while working. Before long, the
park or yard will be clean, and you will have
praised God for lots of things! 
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Pretzels

Putting Feet to Your Prayers

Walk the Talk 

7
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1/2 Tablespoon yeast

2 cups flour

3/4 cup water

1/2 Tablespoon salt

1/2 Tablespoon sugar

1 beaten egg for 

glaze *
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*These measurements will make 2  letters; double recipe for larger pretzels.



Thank You, Jesus, that
You always welcomed
the children. We bring
ours to You now. How
we long for our kids to
know You and love You
with all their heart, all
their soul, and all their
strength! Help us to live
in such a way that they’ll
be drawn to Your
banqueting table
and taste and see
that You are good.
Guide us as we lead them in prayer and reveal Your
love to them each day!  Then give our kids a heart of
praise and thanksgiving, so they can experience joy
in Your presence even at an early age. In Jesus’
name. Amen.

The mission of PrayKids! is to teach,
encourage, and equip children (ages 8-12) as
they develop a deepening relationship with
Christ through prayer, so that they might
become more effective prayer warriors.

Item #25

Parent’s “411”

Family Prayer Calendar
Activity 

Praying with Your Kids
In each issue of PrayKids!, we will provide a sugges-
tion for adults to use with kids to help them learn to
pray. These can either be used to help families pray
together or in a Sunday school or Christian school
classroom. We also provide an extensive leader’s
guide filled with extra suggestions on ways to use
this magazine in groups. You can find this leader’s
guide on our website:
www.praykids.com/leaders1.html

For more ideas on how to pray for your children, go
to: www.nationalprayer.org, click on “Prayer
Points” and then click on “Praying for Our
Children.”

Mission Statement

WHERE TO GO FOR MORE HELP ON
TEACHING YOUR KIDS TO PRAY:

www.praykids.com
www.familiesprayusa.org
www.harvestprayer.org
childrensprayernet.org

Prayer for Your Kids

Your family can turn a calendar into a mighty prayer
and praise tool. Take a calendar and designate it a
“prayer calendar.” Try to establish a regular time to
meet and pray about the things on the calendar.
Meeting at breakfast time allows all of the prayer
requests to be prayed for before the day’s activities
begin. At the end of the day, your family could praise
God for the answers to prayer. Here are some sugges-
tions to help you get your family prayer calendar
started:

Q Take your regular calendar schedules, and pray for
each activity of the day. Example: soccer game—pray
for safety to and from the game, safety of the players,
good sportsmanship, etc.
Q Pray for any meetings or classes attended by family
members. Example: Awana—pray for the leaders and
helpers to be sensitive to the children’s needs and dis-
play God’s love to the children.
Q Each day a different family member writes down
something to praise God for.
Q Write down a Bible reference. Have someone find and
read the verse. Let another family member turn the
scripture into a prayer.
Q Write down a name of a leader (church, community,
political), and have your family pray for the person.
Q Write down birthdays of relatives, friends, neighbors,
church members, or missionaries. Pray for the people
on their birthday, and send a card saying “I prayed for
you today.”

Don’t forget to go back and circle or put stickers by
any prayer request God answered. At the end of the
month, your family can easily see all the answered
prayers.

—Nancy Sutton, editor of PrayKids!

If you would like a
resource to help
you start your
own family prayer
calendar, try My
Family's Prayer
Calendar 2001 by
Shirley Dobson
and Pat Verbal
(Regal). The
calendar has 365 activities and ideas to help families
pray together, monthly themes and prayer sugges-
tions, plus 100 colorful stickers for special days.

It is available for $9.99 through your local Chris-
tian bookstore or by calling the National Day of
Prayer Task Force, (800) 444-8828.


